INDIANS  OF THE PLAINS    21
reared on the Great Plains,,at the foot of the Rocky Mountains, and are sent to the eastern parts of the States, there to be eaten or to be sent still farther east to Europe, where population is dense and meat much in demand. The animals are exported alive or dead, and the most central spot for collecting them is Chicago. The railways from all the coast ports can reach this place more easily than any other, and Chicago is the biggest meat market in the world. More than 150,000 animals are daily turned into beef, mutton, and pork. The stockyards contain miles of streets and over fifty miles of food troughs. The meat is exported frozen or turned into meat extracts. Margarine is made from the fat, buttons from the bones, combs from the horns and hoofs, and leather from the hides.